THSTI-IAVI HIV Vaccine Program is seeking a Program Director

Translational Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI), an autonomous research institute supported by the Department of Biotechnology, Government of India, and International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), USA are seeking a Program Director for their new joint collaborative program to accelerate and advance HIV vaccine research and development. The program shall be an integral part of the THSTI’s research activities and will be closely linked to global network of R&D facilities, including IAVIs Neutralizing Antibody Consortium (NAC) and IAVI Design and Development lab, situated in Brooklyn, New York. The Design Lab examines novel AIDS vaccine platforms and immunogens, standardizes preclinical testing of AIDS vaccine candidates, and develops candidates for evaluation in clinical trials
It would be an innovative discovery program and will be directed at designing, testing and implementing high-throughput (HT) strategies for HIV-1 envelope-based immunogen screening and prioritization to help discover and advance novel HIV vaccine candidates.  The program is targeted to expand the number of vaccine candidates for testing, and enhance the speed with which they can be assayed.  The unique industrial-type high-throughput vaccine design, screening and selection processes proposed will be largely facilitated by interdisciplinary interaction and thus driven by principles of international collaboration, high-quality science and vaccine-oriented applied research. 

Key Responsibilities:

· Lead, plan, monitor, review, coordinate and guide all scientific and operational aspects of the Program, ensuring integration with THSTI’s vision and mission and the scientific agenda of IAVI’s global Neutralizing Antibody Consortium and scientific collaborators. 

· Develop overall scientific plan and after their approval from the THSTI-IAVI Program Steering and Management Committee provide the program with scientific direction and ensure that the highest quality of scientific skill, diligence and rigor is applied to all projects within the Program 

· Serve as a member of the Program Management Committee and report to it, regularly on progress.  

· Develop key initiatives on technology mapping and sourcing plans, including establishing and managing key technology partnerships (academics, consultants, inventors and, industry) to support these efforts.  

· Responsible for resource management including recruitment, budgeting and monitoring.

· Ensure and establishing effective working relationships, scientific linkages and collaborations with other scientists within THSTI cluster and IAVI NAC and also with THSTI and IAVI India office.
Key Capabilities and Experience:

The successful candidate should have a strong foundation in science and be an experienced vaccine scientist with a commitment to the design and advancement of HIV vaccines. 
· S/He should be an MD or PhD in biological sciences with over 10 years of experience in HIV research, high throughput screening, immunogen design and vaccine development.

· S/He should be experienced in leading and mentoring a group of scientists, ability to manage short-term and long-term lab resource needs and facility budgets to achieve the set objectives.

· S/He should define ambitious goals and establishes priorities, designing processes and managing projects and resources that align to achieve those goals.

· S/He should be creative and flexible in approaching problem-solving and management in a globally diverse and highly matrixed environment. 

· S/He should have strong written and oral communication skills and should have significant record of professional accomplishment including publications, patents and invited speaking engagements; 
· S/He should be a team player and team-builder who is willing to work with and patiently align diverse stakeholders who maintain their individual autonomy and decision-making. 

The Program Director will be an IAVI employee reporting directly to the IAVI Country Director – India, with technical reporting to the THSTI-IAVI HIV vaccine program management. The position is currently based at the interim THSTI laboratory in Gurgaon, National Capital Region of Delhi, India and will be on contract with compensation being commensurate with experience. The position will have 3 Principal Investigators and a Scientific Project Manager as direct reports. The program offers an enabling environment with tremendous opportunities for growth.

The THSTI-IAVI HIV vaccine program has retained M/s Transearch India to help with the search and recruitment process for the Program Director position. Interested candidates may please send in their applications with a cover note, current curriculum vitae and bibliography, together with a brief description of past and present scholarly interests and accomplishments to: 
Ms. Sangeeta Sabharwal, Senior Partner, Transearch India, A – 10, Sanskrit Bhawan, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, Qutub Institutional Area, New Delhi – 110 067, India. E-mail: iaviresponse@transearchindia.com
