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TheDepartmentofBiotechnology,GovernmentofIndia,andtheBill&MelindaGates

Foundation partnership Grand Challenges India,announced a new initiative on

AntimicrobialResistance(AMR).Theapplicationprocesswillopenshortlyandwillbe

managedbytheProgram ManagementUnithousedatBIRAC(PMU-BIRAC)

ThiscallisruninalignmentwithGrandChallengesSouthAfrica,GrandChallenges

Africa and Grand Challenges Braziland willfund projects from across these

geographieswhichwillbemanagedbythecountrypartner.

ThemandatefortheGrandChallengesIndiacallisinthespaceofsurveillanceand

analyticaltools,productsand technologiesforinfection prevention and remove

antibioticsfrom effluents.

AntimicrobialresistanceisagrowingconcerninIndia,withseveralgovernment

initiativesbeginningtofundresearchinthisspace.Giventhecross-disciplinaryand

multi-facetednatureofantimicrobialresistance,itisandwilllikelytoremainasa

grandchallengeforIndia.

“Antimicrobialresistanceisagrowingthreattopublichealth,andinthelastfew

yearstheGovernmentofIndiawithitsassociatedbodieshasundertakenseveral

programstofundR&DinareaofAnti-microbialresistance.However,therearestill

areas,whereresearchfundingislackingandwillbenefitfrom targetedfunding,such

assurveillance,preventionofinfectionsandenvironmentalAMR.Thispartnership

initiativewillcatalyzescientificandtechnologicalinnovationsyndicatetoachieve

majorbreakthroughsinglobalhealth’’saidDr.RenuSwarup,SeniorAdvisorDBTand

ManagingDirectorBIRAC.

“Wearedelightedtohavetheopportunitytoworkwithandsupporttheleadershipand

collaboration across the India,Brazil,South Africa and Africa Grand Challenge

programsastheyseeknew innovationsinthisimportantchallengearea,”said,Dr.

StevenBuchsbaum,DeputyDirector,Discovery&TranslationalSciences,BillMelinda

GatesFoundation.


