Government of India
Ministry of Science and Technology
Department of Biotechnology
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BT/TED/TF/01/2018 Dated: 15" January, 2018
OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject: Re-constitution of the Task Force on Environmental Biotechnology

The Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of India

has reconstituted DBT “Task Force on Environmental Biotechnology” with the following
composition:
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11,

12.
13.
14.

Prof. C. R. Babu, Emeritus Professor, CEMDE, New Delhi (Chairman)

Prof. S. K. Apte, Emeritus Professor, BARC, Mumbai (Co-Chairman)

Prof. P. Phale, Biosciences Department, IITB, Mumbai (Member)

Dr. S. Venkata Mohan, Principal Scientist, CSIR- [ICT, Hyderabad (Member)
Prof. Makarand M. Ghangrekar, I[ITK, Kharagpur (Member)

Prof. Nishith Verma, IITK, Kanpur (Member)

Dr. (Mrs.) Atya Kapley, CSIR-NEERI, Nagpur (Member)

Dr. (Mrs) Ruchi Anand, [ITB, Mumbai (Member)

Prof. S. P. Govindwar, Principal, Rajarambapu College of Sugar Technology, Islampur,
Mabharashtra (Member)

. Dr. Banwari Lal, Sr. Director, Environment and Bioresources, TERI, New Delhi

(Member)

Dr. Deepak Davda, CEO, CETP, The Green Environment Services Co-op. Society
Limited, Vatva, Ahmedabad (Member)

Member Secretary, CPCB or his Nominee (Ex Officio Member)

Dr. Mohd Aslam, Scientist G/ Adviser, DBT, New Delhi (Member)

Dr. Onkar N. Tiwari, Scientist D/ Pr. Scientific Officer, DBT, New Delhi (Member
Secretary)

Priority R&D areas of the DBT Environmental Biotechnology programmes are:

e Development and demonstration of wastewater specific (like dairy waste, textile
effluent, tanneries effluent, pulp & paper industry effluent, sugar & distillery
effluent, sewage etc.) effective bioremediation options like natural attenuation to
bio-stimulation, bio-augmentation or a combination of filtration, phytoremediation
and microbial degradation.

e Bio-restoration technologies for restoration of degraded ecosystems.

Characterization of microbial communities and habitats for identification and

exploitation of unexplored microbial diversity for novel genetic capabilities for

waste management and pollutant mitigation.




-

Terrestrial carbon sequestration through plant and microbial routes.

Studies on impacts of climate change on the environment & ecology and
development of mitigation technologies to minimize climate change impact.

In- situ detection, mapping, quantification and impact assessment of pollutants.
Innovative projects on improvement of conventional wastewater treatment systems.
Basic research in area of bioremediation and biodegradation technology.

3. The terms of the reference of this Task Force will be as follows:

ii.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

The Task Force (TF) will consider and evaluate new R&D project proposals
focussed on above mentioned priority areas and in other relevant research areas
under this programmes for financial support. Task Force will also review the
progress of ongoing and completed project of this programme.

The TF will serve as an advisory group for the formulation of research and
development policy/roadmap for DBT in the national context.

The composition of the TF may be changed wholly or partially and new members
may be included as and when deemed necessary for achieving the primary
objective of the programme. The Task Force will also co-opt the other members
in specialized areas, as and when required.

The TF will work in accordance with the guidelines for implementation of R&D
programme adopted/ revised by the Department from time to time.

The Task Force will also recommend for on-the-spot evaluation/ site visit as and
when required.

The Task Force would meet once in six months or more frequently, if deemed
necessary.

Global norms of potential conflict of interest will be followed, with members

rescuing themselves in cases involving collaborators and colleagues, among other
possibilities.

The Task Forces will function as per following procedural guidelines:

e All submissions of proposals will be through online. As for as possible entire
review process and decision-making will be done electronically.

e Normally Project Investigators will not be called for presentations to meetings
unless specified by the TF.

e While outside reviews will be solicited and presented by the DBT secretariat.

The Referee will be one component of the review process, which can proceed

even if referee reports do not come in on time. The main discussions and

decision-making process of projects in the meeting will be driven by identified

primary, secondary and tertiary discussant members. The committee shall, in

their minutes, provide written comments extensively justifying the decision

made.

If due to any unavoidable reasons identified primary, secondary and tertiary

discussant members will not be able to attend the meeting it is expected that
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