Department of Biotechnology
Vigilance Section

No.BT/C0.01/39/2012-PPVC (Vig.)

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Observance of Vigilance Awareness Week, 2016 — reg.

The undersigned is directed to enclose Circular No. 10/09/16-(1) dated
19.(_)9.2016 received from Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) on the above mentioned
subject and to say that Vigilance Awareness Week, 2016 is to be observed with the theme
“Public participation in promoting Integrity and eradicating Corruption” from 317
October to 5™ November, 2016. The observance of the Vigilance Awareness Week would
commence with taking of a pledge at 11 a.m. on 31.10.2016 in the Conference Room No.
816. The pledge will be administered by the Secretary, D.B.L.

2: In addition to the above, all Ministries/Departments/Organisations are to disseminate

and publicize “Integrity Peldge”, to be taken by individual citizens as well as by corporate
entities, firms etc. available as an e-pledge on CVC’s website http://www.cve.nic.in. All

Ministries/Departments/Organizations may also provide a _hyperlink to the Integrity
Pledge(s) on their respective websites/intranet to enable wider participation. Citizens and
Organizations taking the Integrity Pledge would be provided a certificate acknowledging and
appreciating their commitment to the cause of anti-corruption. All Officers/staff are requested

to take the Integrity Pledge, in their individual capacity.

3. All Officers/Staff are, therefore, requested to attend the pledge taking
ceremony as per the scheduled time and date as stated above. A copy of the pledge (both in

(R. Lakshmi Devi)
Under Secretary
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Telegraphic Address :
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Circular No. 10/09/16-(1)

Subject:- Observance of Vigilance Awareness Week, 2016.

Central Vigilance Commission, as the apex integrity institution of the country,
endeavours to promote integrity, transparency and accountability in public life.
Observance of Vigilance Awareness Week every year is one such outreach measure
wherein all the stake holders are encouraged to prevent and combat corruption. The
Commission has decided that this year the Vigilance Awareness Week would be
observed from 31* October to 5™ November, 2016 with the theme “Public participation
in promoting Integrity and eradicating Corruption”.

2 Corruption is a serious unethical practice that undermines trust and confidence
in public officials and public confidence can only be gained by integrity in governance.
Economic and social progress, rule of law, democratic values and a strong civil society
are some of the basic prerequisites in building an integrity system to sustain the fight
against corruption in society. In order to attain a corruption free society, all stake holders
including government, citizens and also the private sector must share the responsibility
for creation of awareness of corruption as well as refrain from indulging in unethical acts.

3 Aware, active, involved and empowered public is, therefore, essential to any
anti-corruption campaign. Anti-corruption strategies are not simply policies that can be
planned in advance and isolation, but often a set of subtler insights that can be
developed only in conjunction with public participation. Combating corruption is,
therefore, not just a matter of making laws and creating institutions, but is deeply rooted
in human values and morals of individuals and the fight against corruption cannot be
won without citizens’ support, participation and active vigilance by all concerned. The
Commission has, therefore, chosen “Public participation in promoting Integrity and
eradicating Corruption” as the central theme for Vigilance Awareness Week, 2016.

4. The observance of the Vigilance Awareness Week would commence with the
pledge (copy enclosed) by public servants in the Ministries/Departments/CPSEs/Public

Sector Banks and all other Organisations on 31* October, 2016 at 11.00 a.m. All the
organisations are also advised to consider activities relevant to the theme both within
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their organization as well as for outreach for public/citizens during the Vigilance
Awareness Week as below:-

A. Activities to be conducted within the organization:

Al.

A2.

A3.

A4,

A5.

Distribute pamphlets, handouts on preventive vigilance activities / whistle
blower mechanism and other anti-corruption measures.

Workshops/sensitization programmes for employees and other stake
holders on policies/procedures of the organization and preventive

vigilance measures.
Bring out special issue of journals/newsletters on vigilance issues /
systemic improvements and good practices adopted for wider
dissemination and awareness.

Conduct various competitions such as debates, quiz etc. for the
employees and their families on issues relating to anti-corruption;

Use organizational website for dissemination of employees/customer
oriented information and avenues available for grievance redressal.

B. Outreach activities for public/citizens:

B1.

B2.

B3.
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Display of hoardings, banners, posters and distribution of handouts etc. at
prominent locations/places in offices/field units and also at places with
public interface (eg. Branches of Banks, Petrol Pumps, Railway Stations,

Airports etc.).

Organize customer grievance redressal camps for
citizens/customers/vendors/contractors, etc. by organisations having
customer oriented services/activities. It is expected that such camps are
held by the organisations not only at headquarters but also at all

appropriate field offices across the country.

Organize debates/elocution/essay writing/cartoon/poster competitions on
moral values, ethics, good governance practices etc. amongst the
youth/students of schools/colleges including professional
colleges/institutions and to distribute prizes.  Alternatively, panel
discussions or lectures can also be organized with the students.

As in previous year, for creation of awareness on the ill-effects of
corruption in college and school students, the Commission desires that
special efforts may be made by each field unit/branch of every
CPSE/PSB/Organisation to organize activities in at least 2 schools and 3
colleges in every city/town. An action plan with details of cities to be
covered will be communicated to the CVOs separately.
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