Funding for Indo-Finnish collaboration in diagnostics: Call for Proposals 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Tekes continue their collaboration in the field of diagnostics. Funding is available for both industrial R&D and research projects.
The aim is to launch ambitious joint projects of a high international standard between Indian and Finnish organisations. Potential projects will be funded by DBT in India and Tekes in Finland.
The joint projects must meet the requirements of the funding organisations. In the Finnish part of the project, the general funding terms of Tekes will be applied. 
Timetable of the call

· Call opens : 25th of May 2010

· Dead-line for research project proposals: 10th of September 2010
· Dead-line for company project proposals: 29th of October, 2010
· Funding decisions: February 2011
How to apply

Indian and Finnish partners apply for funding from their national funding organisations according to each funding organisations’ practices.  

Indian and Finnish co-applicants will develop a joint project plan that will be sent to both DBT and Tekes together with the funding organisation-specific documents. 
Indian applicants shall submit the joint application as per the guidelines provided as Appendix.  The application should be closely linked to the Finnish application clearly bringing out the collaborative work being carried out on each side.  
Finnish applicants shall make their applications following Tekes’ normal guidelines and using Tekes’ electronic services. Further information on Tekes’ funding are available in Finnish or in English.   

The complete details of the call are available on DBT and Tekes website: www.dbtindia.nic.in and www.tekes.fi; www.tekes.fi/diagnosticsfindia. (Note also Tekes’ practices on funding researcher exchange.)
Applicants are recommended to contact their national funding organisation before submitting applications.
Review Process and Evaluation 
All applications will be treated as strictly confidential.
Research projects 

The applications will be evaluated in a joint evaluation process of DBT and Tekes utilising an evaluation committee including Indian evaluators and Tekes’ technology advisers chosen jointly by DBT and Tekes. After having received the recommendations of the evaluation panel, DBT and Tekes will form a mutual understanding on the projects to be funded. 
Industrial projects 

Company project proposals will be evaluated in a joint evaluation process of DBT and Tekes by experts of these organisations. No applications will be sent outside DBT or Tekes. 
Evaluation criteria

The joint projects must meet the general requirements of the funding organisations. 

The projects to be funded are chosen by evaluating them as a whole. The evaluation is based on the points listed in the guidelines for writing the project plan.  Special emphasis will be on
· quality and innovativeness of the project plan

· the impact of funding through utilisation of the results (intended business or other type of utilisation) 

· technology, innovation or know-how to be developed 

· feasibility of the project plan
· resources to be used 
· cooperation to be developed or utilised; value addition
· benefit created to the Finnish and Indian partners  

· impact on economic, societal and environmental wellbeing factors for both countries 
When funding research projects, projects with strong company participation indicating credible application and exploitation potential will be favored. As a main rule, company support for research should fulfil the normal requirements of DBT and Tekes. 
Funding decisions

DBT and Tekes will, after having formed their mutual understanding on the projects to be funded, make their funding decisions according to their normal procedures.  

DBT and Tekes will inform their grantees about the funding decisions according to their normal practices. 

Administration of the funded projects

Funding granted by DBT and Tekes will be governed by the general terms and conditions of each funding organisation, respectively. 

Intellectual property

DBT and Tekes-funded participants to the projects shall agree upon the ownership, access rights and exploitation of the intellectual property generated during the cooperation. The agreements shall be made in written. The guidelines of the funding organisations should be followed when making the agreements. 
How to find partners? 

DBT and Tekes are willing to help Indian organisations find Finnish partners. Please see below, Further information. 

Valuable contact information for partnering with Finnish organisations: 
http://www.research.fi/en; www.fivdic.net; www.finbio.net 
Further information
Shailja Gupta 
Joint Director 
International Cooperation 
Department of Biotechnology 
Ministry of Science and Technology 
Tel: 91-11-24363748 
shailja@dbt.nic.in 

Auli Pere 
Chief Technology Adviser, PhD 
Life Science Industries 
Bio- and Health Technologies 
Tekes 
Tel: +358 (0)10 60 55799
GSM: +358 50 5577 799 
auli.pere@tekes.fi 
Harri Ojansuu

Services and Wellbeing Industries 
Bio- and Health Technologies
Tekes

Tel: +358 40 837 4322
harri.ojansuu@tekes.fi 

