AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH ONLY


Indo-Danish strategic research collaboration 2010
Call guideline for applications for strategic research collaboration within biotechnology
Deadline: Tuesday 7 September 2010
Indian Department of Biotechnology and Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation 2010
This guideline is only available in English.
1. Introduction

The Indian Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and The Danish Council for Strategic Research’s Programme Commission on Health, Food and Welfare (DCSR) calls for applications for funding of strategic research collaborations between Indian and Danish researchers within biotechnology. The applications should follow these guidelines. Indian and Danish partners must submit applications jointly.

Theme, financial framework and deadline

The DBT and the DCSR have jointly allocated funding within research in biotechnology, see call text for themes. A total of approx. € 2 M is made available. Applicants are encouraged to apply for the full amount, i.e. a total project budget of € 2 M.
Deadline

The deadline for submission of applications is:
· Tuesday September 7 2010
2. Special strategic aspects and selection criteria
International collaboration 
The Danish Council for Strategic Research seeks to promote international collaboration – e.g. in the new growth countries and the EU. The international dimension in the proposed research activities will therefore be included as a key criterion in the assessment of applications received. It will be possible to apply for funding for international participation, e.g. towards the costs associated with collaborative research, for the procurement of research from foreign research environments and towards the cost of bringing visiting researchers to Denmark or India.
Requirements are not made as to the applicants’ citizenship or the home country of the research institutions, and there are no requirements regarding a specific geographic location of the implementation of the research activities in question. This means that anyone – including citizens of other countries and Danish or Indian citizens employed abroad – may apply for funding. However, it is a requirement that the research activities funded by DBT promote and strengthen Indian research and that the research activities funded by DCSR promote and strengthen Danish research.
Environment, health and ethics
For projects falling within the objectives for the call, it will be possible to support research in environmental, health-related and ethical issues associated with the research. 

Interdisciplinary approaches 
Importance will be attached to the funded research activities being carried out – where relevant – in an interdisciplinary interaction between different fields of research. 

Promotion 
Importance will be attached to the results of the funded research activities being promoted to the public in a brief, understandable and popular way.

Selection criteria as stated in the call text (not in any order of priority):

· The relevance of the project (societal as well as commercial relevance), the project’s effect and the quality of research, as well as the correlation between relevance, effect and research quality as three, equally weighted criteria

· The strength of the Danish and Indian research groups involved and their potential for providing added-value deliverables in a joint collaborative research project

· Integration of the Indo-Danish research activities as specified in the work plan

· Managerial and scientific qualifications and experience of the principal applicants, head of research and other key team members

· Feasibility of the research project (including management and organisation, timetable, milestones, resources and risk and contingency plans)

· The research project’s strategic significance for the participating parties

· Form and content of the proposal.
3. General information about co-funding

In the proposed activities, co-financing from participating companies and institutions is expected. For all instruments, such co-financing may be provided in the form of monetary contributions or as payment “in kind”, i.e. by making equipment, staff, etc. available.

For activities funded by DCSR: The Programme Commission can not require co-funding from Danish government institutions exceeding 10 per cent of the project expenses at these institutions. Observe that for Danish governmental institutions a rate of more than 10 % will not be taken into consideration in the assessment.
4. Required format for applications

Applications must include an application form and a number of appendices as described below. The materials must be written in English.

The project description and appendices must be formatted in 12-pt font size, with at least 2 cm left and right margins and at least single-line spacing. 
All forms and guidelines to be used are made available on www.fi.dk. And www.dbtindia.nic.in 
Observe that financial demands and forms are different for the Indian and Danish sides, and these must be filled out separately.
Signatures

The overall principal investigator of the joint project activities, the Danish applicant and the Indian applicant all sign the application form. See application form guideline for further details.
See budget guidelines (separate for Indian and Danish sides) for rules concerning submission of scanned copies of signed sub-budgets.

Application form

Applications must be submitted on “Application Form for Indo-Danish Research Collaborations within Biotechnology” and completed in accordance with “Application Form Guideline for Indian-Danish Research Collaborations”.
Budgets must be worked out separately for the Indian and Danish sides. Note, however, that item 12 of the application form must contain overall budget figures for the Indian and Danish sides.

Appendices

The application form must be followed by the following appendices:

A – Project description

B – CVs

C – Confirmation of cooperation

The appendices must be worked out jointly between the Indian and Danish part. Only the stated appendices will be accepted. Each appendix must be clearly marked, and the required appendices may not be combined. Appendix pertaining to budget must be worked out separately.
List of appendices:
A Project description: The project description must be provided under the headings specified below. All headings must be used in the stated order and the stipulated maximum length of text must be complied with.
1. Summary (max 20 lines)
2. Objective of the project (max 15 lines)
Scientific and in relation to societal/commercial aspects.

3. The main results of the project (max 0.5 page)

4. Background and hypothesis of the project (max 1.5 pages) 
Description of the project premise and hypothesis incl. state of the art and with focus in the theoretical basis.
5. Innovative value, impact and relevance of the project (max 0.5 page) 
Both in terms off science and society/business. 

6. Project’s methodology and results (max 3 pages)
In addition to the description of the method and results this section should include an evaluation of the uncertainty elements of the project as well as plans for handling of these elements, i.e. possible alternative solution models.
7. Project plan (max 2 pages, 1 page Gantt chart)
Including milestones, timetable and resource allocation from the participating parties – ideally in the form of a Gantt chart.
8. Project’s international dimension (max 0.5 page)
Description of the international activities comprised by the project; its international partners and collaboration with these, and the anticipated effect of the international activities – including their significance for Danish and Indian research.
9. Legal and ethical aspects (0.5 page) 
Including authorisation requirements (scientific ethics, data security and use of laboratory animals or other) and handling of health, environmental or ethical issues associated with the project.
10. Publication and promotional strategy and exploitation of results (max 0.5 page)
This includes: 

· Expected scientific publications
· Public dissemination – including dissemination of results with innovation potential
· How the results are expected to be used including issues related to IPR
11. The participating parties and  project management (max 4 pages)
This includes:
· The managerial and scientific competences of the parties and contribution to the project including cooperation and synergy effects aiming at the fulfilling of the purpose of the research programme.

· Organisation of the project including managerial issues related to research education and cooperation with national and international companies, research groups and network.

12. Key references (max 1 page)
B CVs
· CVs for the principal investogators and (other) head(s) of research (max 2 pages per person) The CV must specify the scientific qualifications and managerial skills and must include a list of selected international publications. 
· CVs for other key scientific/academic employees indicating the most important publications in the last 5 years (max 1 page per person).
Note: Each CV has to start on a new page.

C Confirmation of cooperation from Danish, Indian and other institutions and/or companies involved who are not listed as project partners.
The following appendices are relevant only to the Danish side (see appendices required by the Indian side below):
A complete budget for the project including research education and scientific staff
The budget must be laid out in close conformance with “Budget Forms Guideline Indo-Danish Research Collaboration 2010”.
Statement concerning budgetary correlations 
A statement concerning special budgetary matters and correlations (max. 2 pages and with content as described in “Budget Forms Guideline Indo-Danish Research Collaboration 2010”).

Statements in support of an application for funding for large enterprises.
Pursuant to the provisions at the end of this call concerning ”Rules for granting funds to private-sector companies”, applications for funding for large enterprises must include statements which:
outline how the enterprises possess special expertise not possessed by the research institutions, or that the enterprises will be conducting research into what for them represents new fields, and estimate the effect of the funding in the form of an increase in their total expenditure on research and an increase in the number of employees engaged in research activities. 
In addition, the statements must include information concerning financing by the enterprises of PhD and postdoctoral grants pertaining to the project. The statements must be signed and stamped by the enterprises.
The following appendices are relevant only to the Indian side (see appendices required by the Danish side above):

Budget Details:

As per DBT norms and format (for details see Appendix, ethical clearances where required) CV of both Indian and Danish PI).

7. Finances

Eligible expenses (Indian PI may check budget details at  appendix)
It will be possible to apply for funding for the following: 

· Salaries for research managers and key researchers

· PhD grants

· Postdoctoral grants

· Combination positions, that is, salaries/salary subsidies for researchers who are employed for a fixed period of time at two institutions or at an institution and an enterprise

· Salaries for technical/administrative staff 

· Guest researchers e.g. bringing talented researchers home from abroad for a limited period

· Procurement of research from high-quality research environments abroad that might be moved to Denmark or India for a period of time

· Equipment expenses 

· Support for dialogue between research institutions and public-sector institutions and/or private-sector enterprises etc. (applies especially to strategic research alliances)

· Subsidies for expenses relating to collaboration with research environments abroad

· Other operating expenses.

Calculation of payroll costs and overheads/administrative contributions 

Funding is awarded as framework grants, and it is not possible to apply for supplementary grants. Funding cannot be granted to cover costs already incurred. 

Applicable to DCSR funded activities:
Danish government institutions or other institutions which are subject to the rules on grant-funded research activities contained in the Danish Ministry of Finance budget guidelines (including universities and government research institutes): Payroll costs must be calculated as the actual payroll costs per month. The budget must include an overhead contribution of 44 per cent of all direct costs. Overheads of this amount should be included in both the budget for funding from the Danish Council for Strategic Research and in the co-financing budget. Direct expenses are defined as expenses directly attributable to the research activities.
Other publicly owned institutions (e.g. hospitals): Payroll costs must be calculated as the actual payroll costs per month. The budget must include an administration contribution of 3.1 per cent of all direct costs. Administrative contributions of this amount should be included in both the budget for funding from the Danish Council for Strategic Research and in the co-financing budget. Direct expenses are defined as expenses directly attributable to the research activities.

Authorised Technological Service Institutes (GTS institutes): The budget must include the actual payroll costs per hour’s work (i.e. excluding overheads/general costs). Thus, the number of effective hours should be stated rather than the number of person-months. The budget must include an overhead contribution of 20 per cent of all direct costs. Overheads of this amount should be included in both the budget for funding from the Danish Council for Strategic Research and in the co-financing budget. Direct expenses are defined as expenses directly attributable to the research activities.
Companies, including private-sector research institutions: A calculated rate per working hour (costs + overheads) is used. Alternatively, a fixed hourly rate of DKK 600 may be used. The total payroll costs based on this hourly rate should be specified as payroll costs since the budgets contain no separate item for overheads. Appendix F, “Statement concerning budgetary correlations”, must set out how any calculated rate of more than DKK 600/hour is calculated.

International entities: Public-sector research institutions, hospitals etc. outside of Denmark should draw up budgets showing the actual payroll costs, with the addition of modest overheads if relevant. The budget item ”Overheads/administrative contributions” is not to be used. International enterprises are required to adhere to the rules under ”Companies” above but adapted to the relevant country’s cost level. Appendix F, “Statement concerning budgetary correlations”, should contain a brief statement of how the rates were determined.

Rules for granting funds to private-sector companies 
Private-sector companies may, to a certain extent, receive funding through the Danish Council for Strategic Research. This State aid may be awarded within the provisions of the Commission of the European Communities’ approval no. N460/2006 of 20 February 2007.
Pursuant to the EU approval, funding may be provided to enterprises engaging in collaborative projects with research institutions. Funding may be awarded to large enterprises on condition that they possess special expertise not possessed by the research institutions or that the enterprises will be conducting research in what for them represents new fields. In this context, large enterprises are enterprises that do not come under the EU’s definition of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, cf. below.
The funding for such enterprises must serve to promote their initiation of further research activities (incentive effect). Funding for large enterprises requires special documentation in the form of an estimate of the increase in their total expenditure on research and the increase in the number of employees engaged in research activities. In addition, the Commission requires information concerning financing by the enterprises of PhD and postdoctoral grants pertaining to the project. This information is included in the standard information that must be submitted by all large companies that wish to receive funding from DSF (cf. appendix J of the application). 

For large enterprises, State aid may be granted for a maximum of 50 per cent of project expenses. For micro, small and medium-sized enterprises State aid may fund a maximum of 60 per cent of project expenses. However, it should be emphasised that these are maximum limits. In many cases there will be a requirement for higher self-financing on the part of the enterprise.
Under the EU Commission’s definition, the category of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises is made up of enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and where at least one of the following two criteria is met: 1: Annual turnover does not exceed EUR 50 million or 2: the annual balance sheet total does not exceed EUR 43 million. If the enterprise forms part of a group with other enterprises, the group as a whole must meet the above terms. Please see the entire set of rules in: ”The new SME definition - User guide and model declaration”.
If an application is granted, small and medium-sized enterprises that are to receive funding will be asked to submit a declaration regarding their status. A form for that purpose will be sent to the grantee.

The above-mentioned rules do not apply for GTS-institutes.

Applicable to DBT-funded activities:

DBT would provide funds for equipment, consumables, travel (national and international), salary for manpower to be employed for the project, contingency and overheads as per DBT norms. (Indian PI may check budget details at  appendix)
8. Submission of applications

Applications including appendices A, B and C must be submitted electronically by e-mail in pdf-format to Indian DBT and to DCSR observing the following guidelines. Budgetary materials for DBT and DCSR are submitted separately. The materials must be submitted electronically by e-mail to rlkm@fi.dk and shailja@dbt.nic.in within the deadline of 7 September 2010.
Next steps

No later than three weeks after receipt of an application, the principal investigators will receive a receipt giving a schedule for the processing of the application. 

On the Danish side, an application may be rejected without substantive consideration if the deadlines set out in this call are not met or if the form is not correctly completed, cf. § 4 (2) of Executive Order No. 274 of 20 April 2004 on the funding function of the Danish Council for Independent Research, the Danish Council for Strategic Research and the Danish Research Coordination Committee.
After the closing date for applications the Indian Department of Biotechnology and the DCSR Programme Commission on Health, Food and Welfare may involve external reviewers in its processing of applications. The applicant is then given the opportunity to comment on pronouncements made by any external reviewer. The Programme Commission and DBT appoint the external reviewers and is thus not under obligation to use any reviewers proposed by the applicant in the Phase 1 application. The decision about grants will be taken by the Indian Department of Biotechnology and the DCSR Programme Commission on Health, Food and Welfare. Any external reviews and comments from the applicant will be part of the basis for evaluation.
9. Supplementary information

Relevant documents and information

Links for application form, guide and other documents mentioned in this call can be found at the following websites:
www.fi.dk and www.dbtindia.nic.in 
The documents are also available on request from the contact persons named below.

Further information 

Indian Department of Biotechnology

Dr. Shailja V. Gupta, Joint Director, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Block – 2 ,CGO Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi – 110 003, INDIA. Tel : 2436 3748; Fax :  2436 2884; 
e-mail : [image: image1.png]


shailja@dbt.nic.in
Danish Council for Strategic Research
Rasmus Linnmann Krogh-Meyer, Head of Section, Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation, Bredgade 40, 1260 Copenhagen K, Denmark, tel.: +45 3544 6239, e-mail: rlkm@fi.dk
1

